
 

 

Greeting Colleagues, 

The Council on Accreditation for Parks, Recreation, Tourism and Related Professions held its Spring 
meeting on May 5, 2015 by conference call and held its Fall meeting and hearings in conjunction with 
2015 NRPA Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada on September13 and 14, 2015. I am pleased to provide 
information on the status of Council; accredited programs; revisions of the Handbook, and visitation 
schedule; and other information of interest to accredited programs and visitors. The actions taken by 
Council are outlined below: 
 
2013 Learning Outcomes, Standards and Assessment Revision: 
 
Current: 1.06 Each program seeking accreditation shall employ at least one individual as a faculty 
member who has completed formal COAPRT training no less than five years prior to submission of the 
self-study.  
 
Change: 1.06  Each program seeking accreditation shall employ at least one individual as a faculty 
member who has completed formal COAPRT training no less than three years prior to submission of 
the self-study.  (Effective 2018)  
 
Visitation Schedule:  
 
Beginning with academic year 2016-17 and thereafter, program visitation will occur between October and 
February and the program hearings will be held at NRPA Conference in the fall.  
 
Council adopted this visitation schedule to afford programs sufficient time to implement curricular, 
assessment, and/or other programmatic changes between receipt of the visitation report and by the August 
1st deadline prior to the hearing. 
 

COAPRT Handbook:  
 
The COAPRT Handbook was updated on May 5 and on September 13, 2015.  Please take the time to read 
through the handbook prior to preparing your self-study.  A summary of the update are: 

1. Each program seeking accreditation shall employ at least one individual as a faculty member 
who has completed formal COAPRT training no less than three years (3) prior to submission of 
the self-study. (Currently, a faculty member has to complete formal COAPRT training on less 
than 5 years prior to the submission of the self-study.) 

2. With the electronic submission of the self-study, programs no longer are required to have a paper 
copy on site at the time of the visit.  

3. The Program under review covers expenses of all visitors. Site Visitors receive reimbursement 
for transportation and living expenses (e.g., meals and lodging) incurred during the on-site visit. 
In addition, when a hearing is conducted, the institution is responsible for expenses of the 
Visitation Team Chair or his/her designee to attend the Council hearing at which the Program is 
reviewed. No honoraria are given to members of the Visitation Team. (This update was made to 
clarify that programs are responsible for expenses of the Visitation Team Chair to attend the 
Council Hearing even if the program representative does not attend the hearing in person.) 



4. Council is no longer providing copies of the institutions application material or previous 
visitation reports, institutional responses, Council actions or follow-up action prior to the 
scheduled visit.  

5. When preparing for the site visit, organize the supporting evidence for the 7.00 series separately 
according to the standard or learning outcome. Include an explanation of the assignment or 
experience, student work related to that assignment/experience, the rubric or evaluation tool 
utilized and a summary of the assessment finding related to that standard.  

6. Self-studies, and all supporting documentation, must be submitted by programs to the Council 
Liaison on a USB drive. Programs should make sure all links (both to supporting documents and 
websites) in the self-study work prior to sending it to Council. After sending the initial USB 
drive, and in consultation with the Council Lead, Second, and visitors, programs may submit 
their self-study and all supporting documents in a “cloud-based site (Drop-box, google drive, 
etc.). The method of submission is up to the preference of the reviewers. 

 
 
Council Reorganization:  
 
Council Officers for 2015-2016 are Julie Lammel, Chair, Doug Kennedy, Vice-Chair and Candace Vick, 
Past Chair. 
 
Ruthie Kucharewski, Educator Representative and Janet Bartnik, Practitioner Representative, were 
reappointed to a second term on Council.  
 
The new member on Council is Jason Bocarro, At-Large Educator Representative, replacing Ed Udd who 
retired from Council after six years of service.  Ed’s service on Council is deeply appreciated.  
 
Council Statue: 
 
There are 78 accredited programs and 3 programs considering accreditation  
 
Council Action: 
 

 Resolved 15 request of additional documentation, continued 1 program on conditions and place 1 
program on warning. 

 Conducted 21 hearings. 
    5  Therapeutic Recreation Programs were accredited: 

o Eastern Illinois University 
o University of Saint Francis 
o University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
o Western Illinois University 
o Illinois State University 

 
Other News  

 COAPRT continues as a participant in NRPA’s Best of the Best ceremony. 
Accredited/Reaccredited programs were presented with their certificate while being recognized at 
the ceremony.  

 Council co-sponsored the fifth annual academic Quiz Bowl with NRPA at the  
2015 NRPA Conference.  Council extends appreciation to Dr. Gary Ellis and Dr. Robert Rossman 
for their support of and service to this program. 


