Are You Maximizing Your Sticks For Kids Program?
The Sticks for Kids program was developed to provide under-privileged children the opportunity to learn the game of golf.  The program provides golf clubs, bags, and the marketing and support materials to run a program.  Sticks for Kids is a turnkey program so that all you and your team need to do is obtain local instructors and find the children to attend. 

You and your team can maximize your Sticks for Kids program by taking that extra step in making the program a truly memorable one for each child as well and your staff and community.  Listed below are some suggested enhancements utilized by successful programs.  Try them and you will be amazed at the results. 

1. Contact the local media (newspaper, radio and television) to promote your event. They may even do an onsite broadcast which promotes your program and facility.  Utilize the press release provided on the NRPA website (www.nrpa.org/golf). 
2. Reach out to your local YMCA, YWCA, Youth Organizations, Boys and Girls Clubs, Church Groups, Recreation Centers, Youth Homes, Salvation Army and other organizations to invite/recruit? children.  Send them the agenda on a printed flyer to display in their facility. 

3. Solicit local grants, sponsors and donations to provide the children: 

A.  SFK hats
B.  SFK shirts
C.  Snacks/Drinks
D.  Lunch
E.  Free or reduced rate golf coupons
F.  Transportation
Banks, insurance companies, organizations, community foundations and other local businesses like to support their community.  Use the business’ name or logo on the item with the SFK logo and provide recognition on a sign or in a press release so the company gets advertising exposure. 

4. Invite a speaker or two from the local high school or college.  A golfer, golf coach, or sports celebrity is a positive role model who can influence your participants and talk about the opportunities as well as the educational importance of the sport. 

5. Invite local PGA professionals, golf team coaches or members to instruct your program.  

6. Put up posters in your facility and around the community advertising the program. Examples are in your marketing kit.
7. Advertise that the golf clubs can be used for free at any time to play golf at your facility.

8. Have some fun with your program!  Add a contest (with prizes?) at the end of the program for best putter and chipper.  Or, have the instructors play a 3-hole exhibition at the end of the program and let the children walk with them. 

9. Make sure you present each child with a certificate of completion for the golf and environmental program. These can also be found at www.nrpa.org/golf. 
10. Invite parents, organizations, sponsors, and media to attend your event.  They can help with registration, assist instructors, serve food or hand out hats/shirts.

11. Ask members or local sporting goods stores for old or retired models of clubs and used golf balls.  These can be cut down and given to participants at the end of your camp for use at home.

You can really make a difference in the implementation and excitement of your Sticks for Kids Program by taking that extra step to insure each child leaves excited and wanting to play golf.  Remember, they not only are learning the game of golf but also life lessons of safety, integrity, etiquette and environmental stewardship. 
