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Editorial Guidelines

For Parks & Recreation  Magazine

The editors of Parks & Recreation welcome article ideas, queries, and suggestions. Because of the specialized nature of the magazine, submission of finished manuscripts is strongly discouraged. Instead, e-mailed queries of one or two paragraphs should be sent. The editors will respond within a day or two. If they like the premise, an editor will ask for additional information. Only emailed queries will be considered. Be sure to include a day-time telephone number as well as a bio, writing samples (PDF or other easily readable attachment), and links to your website, if appropriate.

Parks & Recreation is the monthly flagship publication of the National Recreation and Park Association. The NRPA mission is “To advance the parks, recreation, and environmental efforts that advance the quality of life for all people.” The magazine strives to inform both professional and citizen advocates on issues, trends, news, and personality profiles that advance the NRPA mission. 

The magazine is structured into departments, columns, and features. 

· “Kiosk” is the front-of-book section consisting of short features, news, and personality profiles. Ideas for this section are welcome. Article length ranges between 250 and 600 words. 
· Most departments are either staff- or contract-written by experts.

· Feature stories range between 1,500 and 2,500 words. They explore issues, trends, and people in greater detail. The editors encourage authors to focus features through the people behind the topic. Thus, in addition to extensive research and reporting, interviews with numerous subjects are typically required for feature-length articles. 

· “Operations” will soon debut as a back-of the-book section that mirrors “Kiosk.” Articles will also range between 250 and 600 words in length. Articles focus on the operations aspects of parks and recreation. However, instead of “how-to” articles, these articles address issues and trends that affect operating agencies and facilities. For examples, topics include swimming pool regulations, sustainable purchasing, maintenance issues, among others. 

For guidelines on submitting articles on research projects and reports, please contact phayward@nrpa.org
One of the best ways to become familiar with the magazine is to read its digital edition:
 www.parksandrec-magazine.org . 

All queries should be addressed to:
Phil Hayward
Editor & Publisher
Parks & Recreation Magazine
phayward@nrpa.org
www.nrpa.org
